
Pakistan’s Foreign Policy

WEAPONIZATION OF SPACE:

Pakistan’s Policy:

Pakistan issued a call against military threats in outer space on Wednesday, hours after India said it had
shot down one of its own satellites in a demonstration of its growing power in space.

“Space is the common heritage of mankind and every nation has the responsibility to avoid actions which
can lead to the militarization of this arena,” Pakistan’s foreign ministry said in a statement.

“We hope that countries which have in the past strongly condemned demonstration of similar capabilities
by others will be prepared to work towards developing international instruments to prevent military
threats relating to outer space,” it said, without mentioning India by name. Pakistan on Wednesday
asserted that it remains a strong proponent of the United Nations resolution on the Prevention of Arms
Race in Outer Space.

The statement comes after India tested an anti-satellite weapon, claiming the indigenously produced
interceptor was used to destroy an object in orbit.

Such a weapon allows for attacks on enemy satellites - blinding them or disrupting communications - as
well as providing a technology base for intercepting ballistic missiles.

Consequences:

The weaponization of space will destroy strategic balance and stability, undermine international and
national security, and disrupt existing arms control instruments, in particular those related to nuclear
weapons and missiles. These effects will inevitably lead to a new arms race.

The Pakistan Armed Forces' Strategic Plans Division (SPD) is preparing to launch two satellites in June
2018 – the Pakistan Remote Sensing Satellite (PRSS-1) and the Pakistan Technology Evaluation Satellite.
However due to these actions Pakistan may face international pressure and sanctions on account of
increasing their miitary presence within outer space


